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October 25, 2012 

Advertising Standards Canada 
175 Bloor St. East 
South Tower, Suite 1801 
Toronto, ON M4W 3R8 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

Complaint Against Ad in Charlottetown Guardian  

I would like to lodge a complaint against a full-page ad that appeared in the print edition of the 
Charlottetown Guardian newspaper, page A8, on October 20, 2012. A copy of the ad is enclosed 
and it can also be found in PDF format at this link, complete with references.  

The ad was placed by the PEI Right to Life Association. It advertises the Association’s advocacy 
viewpoint on the issue of abortion. However, the ad is rife with inaccuracies and also depicts 
women in a demeaning manner.  

The attached pages cover in more detail the main problems I see in the ad. The list is not meant 
to be all-inclusive, but just covers the most egregious errors and demeaning statements that 
appear to be in contravention of Sections 1 and 14 of the Canadian Advertising Code. The ad 
also appears to contravene other sections of the advertising code including Clause 8, 
Professional or Scientific Claims, and Clause 11, Superstitions and Fears. Please feel free to 
review the ad in relation to those sections or others, if you wish.  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Thank you very much for your 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Joyce Arthur 

Encls: Copy of print ad from Charlottetown Guardian, Oct 20, 2012 
Apparent violations of the Canadian Advertising Code in PEI Right to Life Association’s Ad 
Partial photo of the actual print ad 

http://peirighttolife.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/AbortionHarmsWomenAd_wFootnotes.pdf
http://www.peirighttolife.ca/
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Apparent Violations of the Canadian Advertising Code in PEI 
Right to Life Association’s Ad 
(published in the Charlottetown Guardian newspaper, page A8, on October 20, 2012 

1. Accuracy and Clarity  

Note: Many of the references used by the PEI Right to Life Association in its ad are not from 
reputable scientific sources, and many are from biased anti-abortion sources. 

Title and Sub-titles – “Love them both” and “Keeping PEI ‘Canada’s Own Life Sanctuary’ by 
Loving Them Both – Mother and Child.”   

• In fact, women who need abortions are forced to travel off-Island for care, in 
contravention of the Canada Health Act. The Premier and Health Minister have sided 
with the Association on this issue. The Association does nothing to help these women, 
other than try to persuade them to carry to term. The consequences of these policies 
have been physical and emotional harm to women, as well as withholding of 
information to help them.  

To Save a Woman’s Life…? – “...abortion is never ‘necessary’ to save the mother’s life.” 

• In fact, there are many contraindications to pregnancy, which always carries some 
medical risks, including the risk of death. The overall rate of death from pregnancy-
related causes is 7 deaths per 100,000 women in Canada, and 17 deaths per 100,000 
women in the U.S. Adolescent pregnancy carries much higher risks. Because of these 
pregnancy risks, abortion can be a recommended treatment in some cases to protect a 
woman’s health or life – before it’s placed in imminent danger.  

• Death or serious injury from pregnancy is generally a matter of probability, not 
certainty. The Association’s claim that abortion is never necessary to save a woman’s life 
rests on an untenable ideology that doctors must wait until a pregnant woman’s life or 
health is already put at risk or seriously compromised before she receives any 
healthcare that may endanger the fetus, and also that the life of a fetus takes 
precedence over the welfare of a woman.  

Women Have Abortions for ‘Other’ Reasons – “Women feel coerced”  

• The ad uses the term “coerced” in a very misleading way. Most people don’t really want 
to undergo surgery (including having an abortion), but we don’t say they’ve been 
“coerced” – they choose the procedure to protect their health and lives and because of 
various circumstances in their lives that make the procedure the best option for them, 
even if that option is not in itself a happy one for that patient.  

Lack of Legal Restraint – “…the present legal vacuum does nothing more than permit abortion 
on demand.”  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/story/2011/12/23/pei-abortion-policy-status-quo-584.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/story/2011/12/23/pei-abortion-policy-status-quo-584.html
http://www.theguardian.pe.ca/News/Local/2011-11-10/article-2802198/Women-turning-to-desperate-measures-due-to-lack-of-abortion-services/1
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthproblemsinpregnancy.html
http://cdrwww.who.int/pmnch/topics/maternal/20100402_ihmearticle.pdf
http://cdrwww.who.int/pmnch/topics/maternal/20100402_ihmearticle.pdf
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001516.htm
http://www.rhrealitycheck.org/article/2012/10/22/no-life-saving-abortions-lie-and-why-it-persists
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• In fact, abortion is regulated by the Canadian Medical Association’s policy on Induced 
Abortion, which recommends abortion on request up to 20 weeks and after that only 
under “exceptional circumstances.” Since less than 2% of abortions (as reported to CIHI 
by hospitals) take place in Canada after 20 weeks, doctors are obviously abiding by this 
policy. (The actual percentage is believed to be about 0.5% because half of all abortions 
are done in clinics and these are virtually all done prior to 20 weeks.) 

“’Medical necessity’ is no more than a euphemism…”  

• All abortions are medically necessary in the same sense that all childbirths are medically 
necessary – a woman’s reasons for wanting or not wanting a child are irrelevant to the 
designation of medical necessity. All abortions are considered medically required under 
the Canada Health Act because 1) It is not the business of doctors or the government to 
evaluate women’s reasons and exercise veto power. 2) Without access to legal and safe 
abortion, women harm themselves or may even die by resorting to illegal abortion. 3) 
Only women get pregnant and a pregnancy outcome is inescapable, therefore, all 
possible outcomes must be provided for and funded, whether childbirth, miscarriage, or 
abortion. Otherwise, it amounts to discrimination against women. 4) Women’s 
constitutional rights under the federal Charter of Rights and Freedoms to bodily 
security, life, liberty, conscience, and equality are violated without access to abortion.  

But Abortion Harms the Woman Herself – (entire section) A great deal of evidence exists to 
show that, while women can have varied reactions to abortion and there is of course some risk 
of adverse effects and complications – as with any health procedure – by and large, abortion is 
not harmful to women (childbirth in Canada is 7 times more dangerous). Most of the research 
relied upon by anti-abortion advocates is methodologically flawed or authored by biased anti-
choice researchers. Here are some statistics and links to reputable sources disputing the alleged 
harms of abortion to women: 

• Complications and abortion: CIHI (Canadian Institute for Health Information) reported a 
complication rate of 2.4% for abortion in 2010, although only for hospitals. Clinics do 
half of all abortions, almost all in the first trimester, and early abortions have a lower 
complication rate than for later abortions. Statistics Canada reported that in 1995, less 
than 1% of abortions in Canada resulted in complications. In 1999, the mortality rate in 
Canada was estimated to be 0.1 deaths for every 100,000 abortions (and 0.6 deaths in 
the U.S.). In the U.S., less than 0.3% of women suffer serious complications from legal 
abortion. In contrast, illegal abortion in developing countries results in over one-third of 
women suffering serious complications, because they resort to unsafe procedures 
(according to the World Health Organization).  

• Breast cancer and abortion: Canadian Cancer Society statement dismissing any link. 
And: Abortion and Breast cancer: The manufactroversy that won’t die.  

• Mental health and abortion: A 21st century Trojan horse: the “abortion harms women” 
anti-choice argument disguises a harmful movement (Contraception Journal, 2009). 
AND: APA Task Force on Mental Health and Abortion (American Psychological 

http://policybase.cma.ca/dbtw-wpd/PolicyPDF/PD88-06.pdf
http://policybase.cma.ca/dbtw-wpd/PolicyPDF/PD88-06.pdf
http://www.cihi.ca/CIHI-ext-portal/pdf/internet/TA_10_ALLDATATABLES20120417_EN
http://www.cihi.ca/CIHI-ext-portal/pdf/internet/TA_10_ALLDATATABLES20120417_EN
http://cdrwww.who.int/pmnch/topics/maternal/20100402_ihmearticle.pdf
http://www.cihi.ca/CIHI-ext-portal/pdf/internet/TA_10_ALLDATATABLES20120417_EN
http://www.morgentaler.ca/faq.html
http://www.morgentaler.ca/faq.html
http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/archive/Sharing-Responsibility.pdf
http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/2006/05/04/AiWL.pdf
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2011/9789241501118_eng.pdf
http://www.cancer.ca/Canada-wide/About%20cancer/Cancer%20myths/Abortion%20and%20breast%20cancer.aspx?sc_lang=en
http://www.sciencebasedmedicine.org/index.php/abortion-and-breast-cancer-the-manufactroversy-that-wont-die/
http://www.arhp.org/uploadDocs/RH09_Mental_Health.pdf
http://www.arhp.org/uploadDocs/RH09_Mental_Health.pdf
http://www.apa.org/pi/women/programs/abortion/mental-health.pdf
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Association). AND The big lie about abortion and mental health (Brenda Major, 
Washington Post).  

o Note: When anti-choice researchers see a correlation between an adverse effect 
and abortion, they generally claim that abortion is the cause. But correlation 
does not equal causation, since some other factor could be causing the negative 
effect. In fact, women with planned pregnancies tend to be in better physical or 
mental health compared to women who have abortions, and tend to have more 
stable lives. Also, women leading dysfunctional or unhealthy lives are much 
more likely to experience unintended pregnancy in the first place, and more 
likely to seek abortions. Such disparities can lead to significant differences in 
outcome that should not be attributed to the birth or abortion itself.  

14. Unacceptable Depictions and Portrayals 

Women Have Abortions For ‘Other’ Reasons – This entire section is demeaning to women, as it 
relies on traditional and sexist stereotypes of women that negate their autonomy and decision-
making. Examples: 

• “Women have abortions for ‘other’ reasons” / “A cultural emphasis on ‘career’…”  

o The words in quotation marks appear to question the legitimacy of women’s 
reasons and careers. 

• “Abortion appears to be a ‘quick-fix,’ but it only covers up deeper problems in the 
woman’s life and in social policy.”  

o Abortion is often a difficult decision and always a well-considered one by 
women. It is demeaning to imply that women who have abortions are mal-
adjusted.  

• “A cultural emphasis on ‘career’ leads to the denigration of woman’s unique feminine 
capacity for fertility and motherhood.”  

o This defines women’s main purpose to be motherhood, subordinating them to 
their child-bearing capacity, and expecting them to sacrifice their aspirations for 
motherhood.  

• “Eugenic distaste.” “Abortion is a means for sex selection and female gendercide, racial 
cleansing and socio-economic purging.”  

o Women are implied to be eugenicists and genocidal murderers. 

• “Ideological beliefs where ‘crimes against life [are interpreted] as legitimate expressions 
of individual freedom…’”  

o Women are depicted as committing crimes against life, even though abortion is 
legal and should be considered a moral choice when a woman knows she is 
unable to care for a baby.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/05/AR2010110507322.html
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• “…in the absence of laws…women have no external restraint to help them resist 
personal or ideological pressures.” “Thus the law fails to protect women and children so 
women have abortions because they can.”  

o This implies that women need a paternalistic law to protect them from their own 
decisions. 

But Abortion Harms the Woman Herself – Demeaning statements in this section include: 

• “Psychologists point out three levels of moral maturity - concern for oneself, then 
concern for those close to you, then concern for others generally, even for the unseen, 
such as the unborn. The woman who has an abortion functions on the first level. A crisis 
pregnancy is accompanied by many fears, even desperation, which can prompt a young 
girl or woman to think only about her own concerns and not about the reality of the 
child. ... The woman choosing to have an abortion—through fear, coercion, or 
ideology—acts against her own conscience.”  

o Women are not morally immature. The main reason they have abortions is to 
ensure they can better care for their existing family or future family when they 
are ready.  

o Women are morally complex and diverse. They do not all agree that abortion is 
wrong or believe they are acting against their conscience when choosing 
abortion.  

• “…once a woman is pregnant, … it is a choice between having a baby or having a 
traumatic experience.”  

o Abortion is not traumatic for many if not most women, and childbirth can be 
very traumatic. The statement feeds the stereotype that women are made for 
motherhood and anything that prevents that must be bad for women.  

Stop the Violence Against Women! – Demeaning statements in this section include: 

• “Where do we begin to stop the violence against women through the scourge of 
abortion?”  

o This implies that women are passive victims of abortion, when it is women 
themselves who decide to have an abortion. Women often see abortion as the 
best solution to their problem, as well as a decision made in the best interests of 
their families and their fetus, not as “violence” against themselves or their fetus. 

• “Provide hands-on assistance to the woman in a crisis pregnancy – not by driving her to 
the abortion clinic. Take her to the nearest crisis pregnancy center, assist her to find real 
support…”  

o This advocates dismissing the woman’s own desires and needs if she’s 
considering an abortion, as well as depriving the woman of accurate information 
on all her options, and pressuring her to carry the pregnancy to term.  
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