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NATIONAL — A groundswell of opposition is building across Canada to a private member’s motion that would endanger abortion rights and the human rights of all pregnant women. Motion M-312,




introduced by Conservative MP Stephen Woodworth, asks Parliament to examine the current definition of “human being” in the Criminal Code to decide whether it should include fetuses. The goal of the motion is to give legal protection to fetuses. The motion is scheduled for debate on April 26, with a further debate and vote in June or early fall.




“Even though Prime Minister Stephen Harper promises Canadians repeatedly that he won’t re-open the abortion debate, this is exactly what the passage of Motion M-312 would do,” said Joyce Arthur, Executive Director of the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (ARCC). “The motion is a vehicle for religious groups and the anti-choice movement to establish legal personhood for fetuses. If they succeed, they’ll try to re-criminalize abortion next.”




ARCC has launched an aggressive counter campaign against the motion. As of April 24, 13,300 people have signed its online petition (www.gopetition.com/petitions/oppose-motion-312-rejetez-motion-312.html). Hundreds of official paper petitions are also being signed so that opposition MPs can present them in Parliament. Across the country, people are writing to their MPs and sending postcards urging them to oppose the motion. In addition, various campaigns have been initiated by other groups and websites, including a project to knit wombs and vulvas for MPs to protest the co-opting of women’s bodies by the state, and creative outdoor actions by the new and innovative group “Radical Handmaids” (www.radicalhandmaids.com) to protest women being used as incubators – which borrows a page from Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale. On April 25, the Radical Handmaids will be occupying Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Queen’s Park in Toronto, and the front lawn of the Victoria legislature.




“It’s been awhile since I’ve seen this level of outrage from women,” said Carolyn Egan, a Toronto-based ARCC spokesperson and pro-choice activist since the 1970’s. “Women are fed up with these not-so-subtle attacks on their fundamental rights via private member bills and motions. They’re not going to stand idly by and let their rights as human beings be compromised. In fact, if this motion passes, we think it will plunge the Conservative government into controversy and hurt its chances for re-election. At least that would be a silver lining for women and all progressive Canadians.”




Arthur explained that M-312 is a waste of time and taxpayer money because the questions it raises have already been answered by Canada’s Supreme Court in several rulings. Woodworth’s motion is also at odds with human rights treaties and laws from around the world. Fetal personhood would seriously undermine the constitutional rights of pregnant women under our Charter of Rights and Freedoms, not just for those who need abortions, but for any pregnant woman. It would invite the prosecution of pregnant women for any perceived harm to fetuses by creating confusion around how child welfare laws and policies apply to fetuses as legal persons. “In effect, giving legal personhood to fetuses would remove personhood from pregnant women,” said Arthur.




For further details on these and many other serious problems posed by M-312, please see ARCC’s Counter Arguments: http://www.arcc-cdac.ca/action/M-312.html and our article: Motion 312: An ignorant affront to global human rights standards: http://www.arcc-cdac.ca/action/M-312-affront.html.




	Joyce Arthur	Executive Director, ARCC-CDAC, Vancouver	604-351-0867
	Dr. Suzanne Newman	Abortion provider, Women’s Hospital, Health Sciences Centre, Winnipeg	204-477-1887
	Carolyn Egan	Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics, Toronto	416-806-7985
	Peggy Cooke	ARCC-CDAC, Toronto	416-709-1457
	Julie Lalonde
(parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Ottawa	613-301-2697
	Patrice Powers
(parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Montreal	514-486-6376
	Judy Burwell	ARCC-CDAC, Fredericton	506-470-9049
	Christopher Kaposy, PhD	Ethicist, Memorial University, St. Johns NL	709-777-2338 (w)
	Tara Paterson (student/youth issues)	Synergy Coordinator, Victoria http://arccsynergy.wordpress.com  	250-893-4158







	




	
		

	




	
		
	Posted in Media

	




	
		

	




	
		
	
		Posts navigation

		← “Hypocritical” for PEI Premier Ghiz to Co-Chair Working Group on Healthcare Innovation
Activists Demand that City of Kelowna Rescind Anti-abortion Proclamation →


		




	
		

	







	



			
	
	
		
	
			
			
				
										
													
												Share on Facebook
					
					
											
															Facebook
													

									
			

		

			
			
				
										
													𝕏
												Share on Twitter
					
					
											
															Twitter
													

									
			

		

		



	







			
	
	
		
	


	







	

		

	





	

	
	
						
		

			
	
	
		
		Menu
	

	




	
		
   	   	

	
		
			About Us
	Contact


	Information
	Politics and Elections
	Position Papers
	News and Articles
	Newsletters


	Resources
	Take Action
	Reports and Tools
	Multimedia


	Press
	Clinics
	Support Us
	Donate Now
	Planned Giving
	Shop




			


	







			
	
	
		
		Contact Us
	

	




	
		
	Email: info@arcc-cdac.ca

Mailing Address:

ARCC-CDAC

PO Box 2663 Station Main

Vancouver, BC  V6B 3W3
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	by Action Canada for Sexual Health & Rights

For confidential information about abortion services or counselling centres, email, text, or call toll-free from anywhere within Canada.

Call: 1-888-642-2725 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Text: 613-800-6757 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Email: access@actioncanadashr.org
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