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NATIONAL – A national abortion rights group supports the decision of the University of Calgary to charge six anti-abortion students with trespassing. The charges stem from a November display of graphic photos of alleged aborted fetuses, juxtaposed with photos of genocide victims.




The Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada says that students with the University of Calgary group “Campus Pro-Life” deliberately risked arrest by ignoring safety restrictions on where and how their display could be set up. Similar “Genocide Awareness Project” displays have erupted into violence or vandalism on other campuses across North America, including at the University of Calgary in 2005.




“This is not about the students’ freedom of expression rights being denied. It’s about protecting public safety,” said Joyce Arthur, Coordinator of the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada. Arthur pointed to an October 2008 letter from University of Calgary lawyer Paul Beke to Campus Pro-Life. (http://campusprolife.com:8080/cpl/resources/letter.pdf) The letter reveals that Campus Pro-Life students had themselves told the university that their display would “likely trigger violence” – but that the students repeatedly refused to mitigate that risk, forcing the university to impose restrictions on the display.




“The university is on private property, so it’s not obligated to uphold students’ constitutional rights,” said Arthur. “Even so, the university did not deny the students a right to put up the display – it simply asked the students to re-orient the display so passersby could avoid it if they wished. It’s justifiable to limit the right to freedom of expression to protect the safety of students,” said Arthur. She noted that the university’s letter also explicitly warned the students that if they disobeyed the limitations, they would become illegal trespassers. There is no freedom of expression right for trespassers.




Regardless of constitutional arguments, the display is considered highly offensive and inappropriate for a university environment. “To compare abortion with genocide is exploitive and insensitive to real victims of genocide,” said Lianne McTavish, another spokesperson for the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada. “The display is especially disturbing because it appears to equate women who have abortions to Nazis and other genocidal murderers,” she said. “Women students not only have a legal right to abortion, they have a right not to become targets of discrimination on their own campus.”




	Joyce Arthur	Coordinator, ARCC-CDAC, Vancouver	604-351-0867
	Lianne McTavish	ARCC-CDAC, Edmonton	780-453-2455
	Dr. Suzanne Newman	Abortion provider, Women’s Hospital, Health Sciences Centre, Winnipeg	204-477-1887
	Carolyn Egan	Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics, Toronto	416-806-7985
	Patrice Powers (il parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Montréal	514-486-6376
	Alison Brown	Pro-Choice New Brunswick, Fredericton	506-756-3761
	Peggy Cooke (elle parle français)	Morgentaler Clinic, Fredericton	506-206-1824
	Christopher Kaposy, PhD	Ethicist, Dalhousie University. Halifax	902-494-2813 (w) 902-832-3349 (h)
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	Email: info@arcc-cdac.ca

Mailing Address:

ARCC-CDAC

PO Box 2663 Station Main

Vancouver, BC  V6B 3W3
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	by Action Canada for Sexual Health & Rights

For confidential information about abortion services or counselling centres, email, text, or call toll-free from anywhere within Canada.

Call: 1-888-642-2725 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Text: 613-800-6757 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Email: access@actioncanadashr.org
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