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CHARLOTTETOWN: The Prince Edward Island government’s policy to not provide abortion services on the Island is illegal, says the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (ARCC). In a letter the group wrote to PEI’s Health Minister Doug Currie on Friday, the coalition stated that “not providing abortion services in PEI violates women’s constitutional rights, discriminates against women, and endangers their health and lives. It also contravenes the Canada Health Act.”




“Minister Currie has been acting like he has the personal prerogative to deny women the right to abortion services on the Island, but he is actually violating federal law,” said Joyce Arthur, Executive Director of ARCC. “He has no right to make or enforce any decision that is illegal. We wrote Minister Currie to urge him to comply with the law by providing funded abortion services on the Island, which would ensure that women’s rights, health, and dignity are respected.”




Arthur explained that Canada’s Supreme Court decision in the Morgentaler case struck down the abortion law in 1988 because its arbitrary restrictions harmed women’s health and well-being, violating women’s constitutional rights to bodily security, life, liberty and conscience. “Requiring women to travel off-Island, even if the procedure itself is funded, fails as an acceptable alternative because young, poor or disadvantaged women don’t have the resources to travel. These women are being discriminated against,” said Arthur.




“Further, by not making the procedure available, the province is violating pretty much every core principle of the Canada Health Act, which guarantees comprehensiveness and accessibility of insured healthcare services.” Every province and territory has deemed abortion to be a medically required procedure that must be funded, including PEI. But women needing abortions in PEI are left out of the system because they must leave the province and pay for part or all of the costs themselves. Although PEI pays for the service for women who can travel to Halifax, it imposes permission requirements, travel requirements, and associated expenses. These hardships discriminate against PEI women, especially those who are more marginalized, such as youth, migrants, and low-income women.




Dr. Colleen MacQuarrie, Associate Professor in the Psychology Department at the University of PEI, has been outspoken on this issue. MacQuarrie, who is also a member of ARCC, has been working on a research project documenting the negative health impacts of PEI’s abortion policies. She found that without access to abortion services, some women turn to desperate and dangerous measures to terminate their pregnancies, risking their physical and mental well-being. For example, Dr. MacQuarrie has related in the media the story of a 14-year-old who “found herself pregnant and was desperate to not even tell anyone she was pregnant and so engaged in two weeks of intense self-harm, ingesting different chemicals, just doing anything she could to bring on a period. She couldn’t go to the gym because her body was so horribly bruised.” Stories like this show the desperate lengths to which women will go when abortion services aren’t available.




“The Health Minister is also pretending that the province can’t afford to add abortion services because the province is cash-strapped, and he even compared abortion to expensive and complex treatments like heart surgery. Such statements are misinformed and even offensive,” said Arthur. “PEI is already paying for women to have abortions in Halifax.” In addition, as ARCC’s letter to Currie explained:




	All hospitals in Canada provide treatment for women suffering from miscarriage, which involves the same procedures and equipment as for abortion, so PEI hospitals already have the necessary resources in place.
	Abortion is a very simple, safe, and inexpensive procedure if women have access to it within 15 weeks of conception.
	Childbirth is far more expensive than abortion and the costs of raising unwanted children are prohibitive. Underprivileged women in PEI who are forced to carry to term often require government aid and social services to help provide for unplanned children.





In Dr. MacQuarrie’s words: “It is absolutely unacceptable that in 2011, women in PEI are still being denied control over their own bodies and lives and being denied the access to a service provided throughout the rest of Canada.”




	Joyce Arthur	Executive Director, ARCC-CDAC, Vancouver	604-351-0867
	Lianne McTavish
(elle parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Edmonton	780-453-2455
	Dr. Suzanne Newman	Abortion provider, Women’s Hospital, Health Sciences Centre, Winnipeg	204-477-1887
	Carolyn Egan	Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics, Toronto	416-806-7985
	Alison Brown	ARCC-CDAC, Toronto	416-907-8051
	Peggy Cooke	ARCC-CDAC, Toronto	416-709-1457
	Julie Lalonde
(elle parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Ottawa	613-301-2697
	Patrice Powers
(il parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Montréal	514-486-6376
	Judy Burwell	Morgentaler Clinic, Fredericton	506-470-9049
	Christopher Kaposy, PhD	Ethicist, Memorial University, St. Johns NL	709-777-2338 (w)
	Tara Paterson (student/youth issues)	Synergy Coordinator, Victoria http://arccsynergy.wordpress.com  	250-893-4158


	




	
		

	




	
		
	Posted in Media

	




	
		

	




	
		
	
		Posts navigation

		← Abortion: There’s Nothing to Debate…
“Hypocritical” for PEI Premier Ghiz to Co-Chair Working Group on Healthcare Innovation →


		




	
		

	







	



			
	
	
		
	
			
			
				
										
													
												Share on Facebook
					
					
											
															Facebook
													

									
			

		

			
			
				
										
													𝕏
												Share on Twitter
					
					
											
															Twitter
													

									
			

		

		



	







			
	
	
		
	


	







	

		

	





	

	
	
						
		

			
	
	
		
		Menu
	

	




	
		
   	   	

	
		
			About Us
	Contact


	Information
	Politics and Elections
	Position Papers
	News and Articles
	Newsletters


	Resources
	Take Action
	Reports and Tools
	Multimedia


	Press
	Clinics
	Support Us
	Donate Now
	Planned Giving
	Shop




			


	







			
	
	
		
		Contact Us
	

	




	
		
	Email: info@arcc-cdac.ca

Mailing Address:

ARCC-CDAC

PO Box 2663 Station Main

Vancouver, BC  V6B 3W3
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		The Access Line
	

	




	
		
	by Action Canada for Sexual Health & Rights

For confidential information about abortion services or counselling centres, email, text, or call toll-free from anywhere within Canada.

Call: 1-888-642-2725 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Text: 613-800-6757 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Email: access@actioncanadashr.org
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