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NATIONAL – With only a few days to go before the election, Canadians are calling on each party leader to affirm that the right to abortion is fundamental to the equality of women and transgender people, and to commit to action to expand access to reproductive healthcare for all.




Over 1,000 Canadian organizations and individuals have signed a “Solidarity Statement of Support for Abortion Rights.” The statement is included on page 2, and signatures can be viewed here:




Statement with List of Signatures: www.arcc-cdac.ca/election/solidarity-statement 




“Abortion has been a top election issue during this campaign – but too often, candidates state only that they support the right to abortion, or that they won’t legislate on abortion or ‘re-open the debate’,” said Joyce Arthur, Executive Director of the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada.




“We demand more. Regardless of which party wins the election, the signatories expect the new government to enforce the Canada Health Act, implement universal coverage of contraception, and work with the provinces to improve access to reproductive healthcare, including both surgical abortion and the abortion pill Mifegymiso.”




Media Contacts:




	Joyce Arthur	Executive Director / Directrice generale, ARCC-CDAC, Vancouver	joyce@arcc-cdac.ca	604-351-0867
	Kathy Dawson	Alberta Pro-Choice Coalition, Edmonton	kathy@arcc-cdac.ca	780-914-4695
	Carolyn Egan	Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics, Toronto	c.egan@sympatico.ca	416-806-7985
	Robyn Schwarz	London Pro-choice, London ON	schwarzrobyne@gmail.com	226-236-9095
	Julie Lalonde
(parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Ottawa	julie.s.lalonde@gmail.com	613-301-2697
	Mariane Labrecque (parle français)	Federation du Quebec pour le planning des naissances (FQPN), Montreal	mlabrecque@fqpn.qc.ca	514-543-1477
	Christopher Kaposy, PhD	Ethicist, Memorial University / Éthicien, Universite Memorial, St. Johns NL / T.-N.	christopher.kaposy@med.mun.ca	709-864-3375 (w / bur.)





To all federal Party leaders and candidates in the 2019 federal election




We, the undersigned, ask you to affirm our positions and needs, and to accomplish them if you are elected:




We recognize abortion as a fundamental human right. We know that equality cannot be achieved without control over one’s fertility.




We affirm that everyone is entitled to equal and non-discriminatory access to abortion and other sexual and reproductive healthcare, including women and men, youth, the LGBTQ2 community, and sex workers.




We know that restricting abortion violates the Charter rights of pregnant persons as per the 1988 Supreme Court Morgentaler decision, which found that inability to access the service puts people’s lives and health at risk.




We oppose the introduction of any law or policy that could criminalize or negatively affect reproductive rights and access, including abortion.




We call upon the government of Canada to enforce the Canada Health Act by ensuring that all provinces and territories make abortion care fully accessible throughout their regions. In particular, we ask the government to require New Brunswick and Ontario to fully fund abortion in all facilities that provide them, including private clinics and practices.




We call for greater availability of the abortion pill Mifegymiso, and ask the government of Canada to support provinces to expand the number of prescribing family doctors, permit nurse practitioners and midwives to prescribe the drug, and facilitate the use of telemedicine so that patients do not have to travel outside their communities.




We call upon the government of Canada to continue its role as a global leader in funding sexual and reproductive healthcare in developing countries, including safe abortion.




We call for universal coverage of contraception, and support free contraceptive access for youths as recommended by the Canadian Pediatric Agency.




We, the undersigned individuals and organizations, pledge to defend the legal right to abortion, and to advocate for improved access to abortion and other sexual and reproductive healthcare.




Signature List: www.arcc-cdac.ca/election/solidarity-statement 
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		← Scheer must promise to improve abortion access, not just refuse to “re-open this debate”
Over 1,600 Sign Petition to Revoke Charitable Tax Status of Anti-choice Groups →
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	Email: info@arcc-cdac.ca

Mailing Address:

ARCC-CDAC

PO Box 2663 Station Main

Vancouver, BC  V6B 3W3
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		The Access Line
	

	




	
		
	by Action Canada for Sexual Health & Rights

For confidential information about abortion services or counselling centres, email, text, or call toll-free from anywhere within Canada.

Call: 1-888-642-2725 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Text: 613-800-6757 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Email: access@actioncanadashr.org
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