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For Immediate Release – Fredericton, May 17, 2006  

Women To Be Denied Funded Abortions in New Brunswick  

 The one remaining hospital in New Brunswick providing abortion services will no longer 
provide this medical service after June 30th, 2006.  Once the Dr. Everett Chalmers Hospital in 
Fredericton stops performing abortions, women in New Brunswick will no longer have access to 
funded abortions. 

 To deny women access to safe and timely abortions is a serious violation of the Canada 
Health Act.  Not only is it discriminatory, but it increases the medical risk for teenagers, victims of 
rape or incest, and to women with a limited income or who live in rural areas.   

 Denying access to abortion services harms not only women and their families but society at 
large.  Unwanted pregnancies can lead to increased poverty for women and children.  Teenage 
mothers are especially vulnerable. 

 For many women, teenagers in particular, it will be impossible to arrange for travel, child 
care, or time away from work or school.  Paying $500 to $750 for abortion services at the 
Morgentaler Clinic in Fredericton will be beyond their means.  Many will join the 50% of single 
mothers and their children now living in poverty in Canada. 

 Women living in abusive relationships may remain trapped with the added responsibility of 
an unwanted child.  It is often when they are pregnant that their partner’s violent behaviour 
increases.   

 Abortion Services are a critical component of public health programs. Determining when 
she is physically, emotionally, and financially ready to raise a child is a critical part of every 
woman’s total health care.  

 “The provincial government has consistently maintained that access is not a problem 
because hospital access is adequate. Obviously this is no longer the case,” said Judy Burwell of the 
Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada. Burwell noted that even though access was limited, by 
covering abortions performed in hospitals, the government has acknowledged the rights of women 
to abortion services and the legitimacy of the procedure.  “The government must take immediate 
action to ensure that hospital abortion services are reinstated and available throughout the 
province,” said Burwell. 
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For more information, contact: 

Judy Burwell former director of the 
Morgentaler Clinic, Fredericton 

cheznous1@rogers.com  506-460-8105 or 
506-451-9060 

Joyce Arthur Pro-Choice Action Network, 
Vancouver 

joycearthur@shaw.ca  604-351-0867 

Melanie Anderson ASPSH (Alberta Society for 
the Promotion of Sexual 
Health, Calgary 

ASPSH@shaw.ca  403-860-5619 

Dr. Suzanne Newman Medical Director, Jane's Clinic, 
Winnipeg 

snewman@cc.umanitoba.ca  204-477-1887 

Carolyn Egan Ontario Coalition for Abortion 
Clinics, Toronto 

c.egan@sympatico.ca  416-806-7985 

Catherine Megill 
(elle parle français) 

ARCC-CDAC, Montreal trustwomen@yahoo.com  514-486-9669 

 

ARCC-CDAC (www.arcc-cdac.ca) is a broad-based national organization consisting of groups 
and individuals who support the coalition’s vision and mandate.  Its primary mandate is to 
undertake political and educational work on reproductive rights and health issues. 
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